SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER

Start of Fall Classes!

During the week of September 6th, TOGETHER’s fall online classes started!
Tutors: Eight highly dedicated and professional interns and one tutor
assistant are working this fall. We are grateful for the commitment they
showed through their online teaching during the spring and summer. No
new interns were brought on this semester.
Students: All of our families that worked with us through the spring and
summer have returned for the fall. We have also accepted three new
students due to their great interest in participating!

Professional Development: Every week, our tutors receive training in
best practices, challenges, and achievements through workshops with
guests who share expertise and advice. Our fall topics are:
Intercultural Communication (Sam O’Connor, International
Institute Buffalo)
Lesson Planning and ESOL Guides (Walter Paskoff, SUNY Geneseo)
Migrants and Refugees (Helaina Fialowski and Anna Lynch, SUNY
Geneseo)
Best Online Practices (John Holt, Geneseo Central School)
Students with Disabilities (Professor Salmon, SUNY Geneseo)

First Board of Directors Meeting

On September 7th we held the first official Board of Directors meeting for
Cultures Learning Together as an NGO! At this meeting, we confirmed the
roles for those working in the main NGO operations. Our goal was to keep a
simple structure:
Shannon Curley- Secretary & Public Relations
Miguel Valencia- Treasurer & Legal/Lawyer Relations
Beth Adams- Vice President of Fundraising
Rocío Vallejo- President & Program Director

Grant Applications & Lawyer Phase II

Now that we are officially an NGO, we are able to apply for grants! Profe
Adams has been working hard on this task and has found several grants that
may be able to provide funding for TOGETHER. We would be grateful if
everyone could keep us in mind if they see grant opportunities and share
them with our team.
We are currently in Phase II of the process with our lawyer. At the end of this
step, we will have 501(c)(3) tax exempt status which will open up even more
grant opportunities and growth for our program!

Services for Our Families

In addition to breaking linguistic and cultural barriers through our tutoring
sessions, TOGETHER is also dedicated to support our families in their daily
needs. This is possible thanks to the generosity of organizations and neighbors
in our community.
After a need was identified for clothes, shoes, food, and school supplies
for the back-to-school time, Saint Mary’s Church organized a collection
and delivery of items to four of our families.

The Geneseo-Groveland Emergency Food Pantry offers services to our
families; however, only three families were able to utilize this service
because of transportation limitations. We organize delivery of items for
six other families. We are happy to report that the GGE Food Pantry has
given us support in making monthly deliveries.
With the help of our families, we were also able to identify six
more members of our community who we can now support through
access to the monthly food pantry.
Relationships with our families have been growing everyday as they feel
more comfortable to ask us for support with interpretations, medical
appointments, or advice.
The TOGETHER Team and our families extend a big thank you to everyone for
their support!
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